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Improvements from 2012 to 2015 were maintained but no further advanced from 2015 to 2018.

• The two-year gateway writing completion rate fell slightly from 33% to 32%.
• Attrition due to failure or withdrawal fell from 26% to 22%.
• Attrition due to non-attempts rose from 41% to 46%.
• Of concern: the percentage of these students who never attempted a writing class within

2 years, after falling from 32% to 17% in the previous update, rebounded from 17% to 23%.

What more can we do to encourage students to enroll in needed writing courses?  What more  
can we do to consolidate and build on earlier gains in writing outcomes for low-placing students?  

Please share your ideas and recommendations by emailing guidedpathways@lanecc.edu. 
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Re-Updating the Pipeline: WRITING 
Remember the Leaky Pipeline?  TIPSS #6 tracked students with low initial writing 
placements to show how attrition due to non-attempts and failed attempts led to 
a 2-year gateway pass rate of only 19%. Three years later, TIPSS #24 showed solid 
improvements: The 2-year gateway pass rate rose from 19% to 33%.  Attrition 
due to non-attempts fell from 59% to 41%.     

After three more years, what do the latest data show? 

Study cohorts are award seeking first-time-in-college (FTIC) 
students placing 2 or more levels below gateway writing and 
new to Lane in Fall 2015 (n = 343) or Fall 2018 (n = 338). 
Percents and drop lengths show student progress after 2 years.   
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https://www.lanecc.edu/sites/default/files/ir/tipss24_updating_the_pipeline-writing.pdf

